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Phoebe Buffay Writing Project

The following group project is to be worked on by no more than four students. You may use any materials you think may be useful in solving the problems but you may not ask anyone for help other than the people you have chosen to work with. This means you may not ask a tutor or any person other than those in your immediate group for help.

You are to type a letter of response to the problem presented backing up your conclusions with mathematical reasoning, formulas, and solutions. Your grade will depend on how well you communicate your response as well as the accuracy of the conclusions.  This project will be scored using the rubric on the last page of this document.

Please sign and date here to indicate that you have read and agree to abide by the above mentioned stipulations.
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MAT 152 Advisors

Chandler-Gilbert Community College

7360 E. Tahoe Avenue

Mesa, AZ 85212

Dear Algebra Advisors:

I was having a cup of Frapacinno with some of my psychic friends at the Central Perks coffee shop the other day and found out from them that you are good at giving help with math problems.  The stars had to be in alignment at that moment because I consider myself to be in a life-or-death situation! (   I always like to buy birthday gifts for my friends all at once because I usually forget them if I don’t.  I found some really cool ideas in the Spencer’s Gifts mail order catalog!  I have just the right gift in mind for each person but am having a hard time figuring out the costs.  The information in the catalog is confusing to me. Please make it more clear!

The order form that I found in the center of the catalog is as follows: 

Total of Products:

For Shipping and Handling add:
$7.00  & under


$2.50

$7.01 to $15.00


$3.50

$15.01 to $30.00


$4.50

$30.01 to $50.00


$5.50

$50.01 to $75.00


$6.50

$75.01 to $100.00


$7.50

$100.01 to $150.00


$8.50

$150.01 to $200.00


$9.50

$200.01 & over


$10.50

The purchases that I would like to make for each Friend are:

Ross: A dinosaur excrement fossil (whatever that is) for $29.95.

Monica: An ostrich feather duster to keep her apartment clean (you know how she is) for $28.25 

Rachel: An “I’m Available!” t-shirt in size extra small for $22.50

Chandler: A silk Baywatch tie for $31.95 (do you think Monica will let him wear it?)

Joey: A poster of Pamela Anderson in a black-light frame for $24.75

Should I purchase the gifts separately or at the same time? What is the total price for my purchases including shipping and handling for the cheapest way to order and how much will I save?   

Oh yeah, I almost forgot.  I am all out of my “Lube Tube” massage oil, so I need to buy that too!  If I make a separate purchase of the massage oil and it costs exactly $15.00 do I have to pay $3.50 or $4.50 for shipping and handling?  Why is there a whole $1.00 difference in the cost for shipping and handling for purchases of $15.00 and $15.01? 

I need to know your answers by Wednesday, June 20th because Ross’s birthday is the 27th, and if he doesn’t get a present from me on time he will never let me forget it!

C ya’,

Phoebe Buffay

P.S. A note from your enterprising and resourceful professor. For full credit, please provide a graph and a formula that would determine the total cost (including shipping and handling) for a purchase of x dollars. 

Checklist for Your Writing Project

Directions:

· Please attach this page with a paper-clip to your writing assignment when you turn it 



in.

· This list will be used to grade your assignment, and will be returned to you with 



comments.

· Please feel free to use this checklist as a guide for yourself while writing the 



assignment.

Does this paper:

1.   Clearly summarize the problem to be solved?

2.   Provide a paragraph which explains how the problem will be approached?

3.   State the answer in a few complete sentences which stand on their own?

4.   Give a precise and well-organized explanation of how the answer was found,  


  including:

· algebraic support

· graphical support

· numerical support


  as appropriate?

5.   Clearly label diagrams, tables, graphs, or other visual representations of the    


  math?

6.   Define all variables, terminology, and notation used?

7.   Clearly state the assumptions which underlie the formulas and theorems, and 



explain how each formula or theorem is derived, or where it can be found?

8.   Give acknowledgment where it is due?

9.   Use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation?

10.  Contain correct mathematics?

11.  Solve the problem(s) that were originally asked?

Instructor Comments:

Your group’s score out of 50 points is _____________.
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